BeingAfrican, LLC Curriculum-Lesson 8

Objectives
1. To learn and understand the pronunciation of phonetic sounds in Chichewa.
2. Practice sounding out the phonetic sounds using some words.

Chichewa is a phonetic language. It is therefore easy to read or say because it only has
5 vowels. All Chewa words are derived from the vowel sounds as shown below.

Read it out loud
A-ah! E-eh! I-ih! 0O-oh! U-uh!
Art Egg Ink Orange Hook

In every word, each syllable must be said out clearly so that the vowel sound is
heard.

Practise sounding the following.

“b” a soft implosive sound as in “bala’

“d” a soft implosive sound dowa

“h” a hard aspirated coarse sound not found in English
—made from the throat!
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Practice sounds in columns 2 through 6. Master the sounds first, sound it out and
then read the words in the associated word column.

1 2 3 4 5 6 words words
A E | (0] U Uko Eya
Aa A-ah! e-eh! i-ih! O-oh! u-uh! there yes
Bb Ba Be Bi Bo Bu Bele Bala
breast wound
Cc Cha Che Chi Cho Chu Chure la-Chitatu
frog wed
Dd Da De Di Do Du Dothi Denga
dirt roof
Dz Dza Dze Dzi Dzo Dzu Dzira Dzungu
egg pumpkin
Ff Fa Fe Fi Fo Fu Fisi Fungo
Hyena smell
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Gg Ga Ge Gi Go Gu Gogo Galu
granny/q Dog

Hh Ha He Hi Ho Hu Hachi
horse

Jj Ja Je Ji Jo Ju Jambula J
draw cloth

Kk Ka Ke Ki Ko Ku Kamba Kalulu
turtle Rabbit

Kh Kha Khe Khi Kho Khu Khoti Khala
court sit

M Ma Me Mi Mo Mu Moto Moyo
fire life

M Mva Mve Mvi Mvo Mvu Mvura Mvuu
rain Hippo

Mp Mpha MPhe MPhi MPho MPhu Mphaka Mphuno
cat nose

Mw Mwa Mwe Mwi Mwo Mwu Mwana Mwini
child owner
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Nn Na Ne Ni No Nu Nena
say
Nn Nda Nde Ndi Ndo Ndu Ndiwo Ndeu
relish fight
Nk | Nkha Nkhe Nkhi Nkho Nkhu Nkhondo Nkhuku
war chicken
Ns Nsa Nse Nsi Nso Nsu Nsonkho Nsanje
Taxes jealous
Pp Pa Pe Pi Po Pu Pepa Pinda
sorry fold
Ph Pha Phe Phi Pho Phu Phulusa Phiri
ash Hill
Rr Ra Re Ri Ro Ru Luka
knit
Ss Sa Se Si So Su Samba Sesa
wash sweep
Tt Ta Te Ti To Tu Tema Tenga
chop take
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Tt Tsa Tse Tsi Tso tsu Tsitsi Tsala
hair stay(remain)

Vv Va Ve Vi Vo Vu Vina Vula
dance undress

Ww Wa We Wi Wo Wu Wanga Wora
mine rot

Yy Ya Ye Yi Yo Yu Yamba Yimba
start sing

2z Za Ze Zi Zo Zu Zala Dzina
fingers name
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Vocabulary Bank

Practise reading these words out loud as guided by the phonic sounds learned.

Ng'amba Tear
Sizasi Scissors
Pakati Center
Phulusa Ashes
Ganiza Think
Kugwa Fall
Tenga Take
Tsegula Open
Funsa Ask
Wakuba Thief
Thira Pour
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